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fishiYJI3 ce'lf:·eY' anr1 8. connp.cting Iink bet~'!een (:anada and :c;'raYJce.

It is q"~_te n'ltCJ'r·.~I tb::;.t it s:-'o1)I:"1.have been tl,e fL,:'st <to suffer

f!'O:~l forej::,:n inv8.si':Ytl.S, 'Tithout ever .r:;ettins an"! favors or

priv~le~8~ or ev~n the ~ttrnt~on it 0cserved.

In 1650, a fr; p:8.te C~",,,:,t8rco bv t~:.e ';~ue~)ec Jes11its, ~.n.s c:).Dtured

of t1:le Jef:.\..Lits:' havicl-S stop:?ed at '~ras~~, I,ras at.tacked b;r :? boat

beJ_on~inq: to rc1ada"TlDaLl.-Tlay, a A'_~.r;uenot, who re S1ied in Acadia, a11d

it fell into the ha.ncls of thp. pi:-:>ates. Are'·,' 1'"1enmanaged to e~·ca:'Je

and car-r~_eri t1:Je neHS to ·:?,uebec.1I :'On June t'~8 29th, 1650, accord:~ng

bo~t CRffiS fro~ Gasne a~d

bro'Jo:ht us the flY'st 1e~tc~:"s fY'OY11Fra::1.C8 an~l oJ_so the ne~,!s of the

P :,. On 16QI1:" itt-i,.,(l'· •... l~ ",-'- ~. '~n '1 ·,...a C" ~,t J-lo ~T_erc. L .. __ ,'J, CO_rrL ..,) 1:;"e .flO.JV a,)O(lL.._8.0_e 01.11:;_.rse." au I., __ e,.
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On their way t~ey made prisoner a sea captain c~lled ?arn~is.

~f8.1ker \V'hohar.. no -ailot, asked Para"Us t··.' lead his fleet, proMising

:yim 500 "uistolsll (a coin of that period) and the reimburS8!'1ent of

all 'his 108s as. Paradis .•...ra-rne-l '"im t"-'Jat not a sinP.'li3 s1:'lipHC1Jld ~'e

sav<~dif he SDent t~'1.e \Virrter on t''10 St. La~{rence. l'.Jalker cJai":~s,

howev~r, in his memoirs, that Para~is consente1 to le~d h~~.

by the beavy ice.

i-.- ,SlIl""S 8os::",oy-o for fcs.r t~8Y miD."ht be

DuriD.~ the ni~ht of Augu"t t"-'Je18th Walke~ e~ter~rl. tho bay

of Gasn~ to ap.scmble his fleet. T~ere :J.e c.?_ptttro-:1a smal.l ii'renc h

vessel th'3.t H8.2 l8arl'j ng a car~o of fis"-l. On t1--:!e?O th order ".·J8..8

given to burn the settlement in the Basin, to destroy ~he boats

seize all available fish and take all the residents urisoners.

~ - ~refo~ t'-:1ere must have been "settls:ne I)ts" at Gasu0 in those

early days. It is not knovm what actual damages were ca~sed by

'In the 21st, a fresh breeze drove the '~leet Ol}t of the Basin.

'II11.e~.!:i.ndfell and a heavy foe: c07ered anrl. blanl{eted the Haters. By

ni,r;ht a ::oto!'!'larose ani the fog th:J ckened, and in s:?ite of every

-poss5.ble effort t'l.e :,"leet 1rl;-:.Sdriven UDon the north sl:') ..~:re.

::r.'he"Edg<:.r" u!lder T'-!all{er's personal coml'1ann, Has saved ti:a~){s

to Paradis! knowle1~e of the st. Lawrence and its currents. Finding

himself surrounded by breake~s, Walker ordered all sails set in an

attempt to 1{e8D out of the dangerous position that threatener). them.

About 7 o'cl~c~ 0n the nornin~ of the 2~rd, ~alker le~rned th~t

eight Cif ':~.s shins had. be·;'n ',lrec){ed upon a }.ittle island (Isl.e al1X

Oenfs) '·r:i.t1:':. a }.oSS of 884 ljves.



The news of the disaster that saved '~~uebecfrom bein~ caY"Jtured

dtd not reach Governor de Va1Jdre1.1j.l until October the 10th 1711.

It vms brought to hh'l by I',"'ons. de '.a V8.1tr~.e who had seen t"e

wrec~mge of t'-e English fleet on his H8.y from Labrador. As a

token of grat:;.tude, the name of t':1e churc'h of IINotr~-Dame-ie-la

Victoire" in '~uebec, ~ras c'•.ange"1. to that of If':")-cre- Dam,e-des-

Vic toires!'.

On August the 26th Walker re-entered th0 basin of GasD~ and

took refuge on Sandy Be~ch. On Sentomber the 8th, a council of

war decided to send the English ships and men b2ck to Ensland,

and the TiTeHEnz12.!1dvessels ancl c:~e',iS to :~ost':'n, p::,_ss:inr.;by

CaDe Breton v-rhel'e sOlflede.!5tr"c t~.on mio;ht be c2.rried out so that

it cou'.d not be said tha t Sl1~':1an expeii t i.on had been abanrloned

'Hit1-1outat least ~~j:ngr: some damage to the en,e!'~w.

It ~.;rast"e Seven Years f 1.Tarthat nut G-as-:Jein t'Je Lt'11elight.

L1'rance realizer, its irn'portance aC' a gl'a.at r0:nit8.ry sea port, but

it 1-1aStoo late, her voJ.unta"":" neglect Has to be a most costly

one. The Eng1ish seized Gasp&, burnt Gverythi~G it contained and

later used it as a "sDr:i.ngboard.1f Hhen they ma-::!.8 t''leir '!rea~c dash- ....

w~ich was to result in tbe canture of Quebec. Let us now consider

the condition of Gas9~ at the time of the war how the French

atte'm.pted, but too late to f'ortify 8.'l.-) 11--".0. jt; and how it Has

finaJ.l~T c~_pt1)r8~.nw'. (testroyerl b"r the8ngJ.ish fJ.cet.

In the CO.':18.c-lj.anArchivG::\ at ottmm j.s an und'J,teci document

'.il--,j,c1, t"G !-re.-C't str.'?,te7ic i'''''po:,t:.'.nr.e.oC' the p')l~t of Gasr:>!"is set

fort'l 1·l~th many stron~ ar01JTrrents :Ps.VOY'·;,Dg jJ,S f'·'Y'tifj.cation. The
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and our continent (France) anrl between ':inebec and 1le Royale;
\

~ they vTould control A.cadia anr1.Nova Scoti.a and ~111d. ultimately

8et possessinn of toe entire country between t~e River St.

Lmvrence and t"be frerlc~ Say. Masters of that 'oa'Tthey HOlJ.ld

entire Canadian trade ~n t~mes of r2ac~, and i~ time of war they

wou1i destroy it, anr'J.this WDll1dres ....J.1t in t~e i(:st·r~ncti/:m of

liT ew Franc e "
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The sa'tflp,docl1nJent noiy!ts Q1Jt that t~c porot of (:;'asD~could

Hithout ha vi ng to !"J1:1 the ri.sk of ,.raters tfya t 2.re very diff::cu1 t

to navi~ate owi~8 to the presence of stron~ currents, shoals and

breakers, and the loeation cOl)ld. be used as a storagro for

eo~merc5_a1 pUT'poses or foT' Sl)rrJ. ie8 requ.ired by t~e colon~r.

r'1anage t".eir o~·!nexpo .•..ts, WOll.lt}g5.ve them e::r.cellent ppportuni ty

to use t~eir own timber for the co~struction of necessary

buildin~s, 1"oulo. gr8.d1J.aJlv tend to the deve1op'"'18nt of insdustry
and Hovld

of 1'11'ar.11

It appears that abo~t 1743 a neW effort was ~ade to (Jra~ the

attention of the Prench aut~or~tl~8 to the ~~portance of the Dort

"'~Gder1.2.nd the English had

but Ii t.tle di fficul t,,. capt.uri nC it.

In 171.~S, t'::ef.:'"'.glish ~.tt'?l'!ptei 8. J.8.nc.i.ngat G-a~pe. They

"'re~e beaten. bRCk b7 Je2Yl 8cH're, a t!'8..:1er, assisted by SO~1eof

workers, but o~ t~cir way they ha1 c~~~'red a ~rench ship.

"his
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That attack once more stirred t~e pO~8rs t~it were in France

but nothin~ was acco~~lis~c~. Political corruDt influences and~ .

in addition to t'le O'!G hlmirerl an-1. b:Tent;r r~18n Mcms. de Vaudreuil

l:1a.dsent t"1s::'e an/t t~o,e enli ~ted by Pfuerre R8vol, a l,:,>cal t-rade:r, and

on the hospital side. Most of t~e bo&ts h~1 their ~Qori~Gs at Anse-aux-

C 01} 8 i~.s •

~ On October the 31st 1754, t1-"Je '~~over::,>rof the colony h:?d
'}

addressed a ~o~t pressing appeal to the Minister of Colonies in

10fhichhe stressed the i~portance of fortif:<riYlg Gas-::)~against the

possibl~ and likel~ attack by t~e Sn?l~sh. He poi~te~ out that if

Gasn~ HeX'epro1;)erly protec ter'1. the peo~le there Hould greatly 8:x!tend

by 1-!fu5.chthe c()n.structi)n of the necessar;T fo'~ti fications could be

c8.r~ie0. out 1.rl tr,out any co~t to the Croc)n. He state-:1 thf?t under 1JrOD8r

c'-'n-:'l.ttio:'1Sit wouJ.i be Doss5.ble to attr9.ct !TIan~T.Acadians 1rTho

"'ould be e:}_ai to get mofayfrom ~nglish rule.

'dis e_ppeal Has SlJpported by 8. pet~ t:i,O'.1 sig'1ed by ::8vol a~d

Arnoux, the two lea~in~ business ~en of ~asp~, 8.'11 they stressed the

OJ "to f tOfo J. t ..... •neceSSlCY OT erec lng proper .o-r l lcac~o~s a ~asp0.

prey to the ene~lYwhen ~e ~8cided to take Doscession of it.

an April t~e 12th, 1756, Intendan~ Bisot notified the French

It
I
,

1.18-S all :1.nv2.in. Gas')~ 'eras left undefended and an easy

ta}{e!1S~1"':St5.-18 before, that the Enr;lis~ inte'ldeo to c~lDture G3.SPP,

-- - -- -------------------- -I ~-



De VaudrelJil Has to s1J1;rolysome arms and ammunition for a

kind of civj.l guard or rni'.itia which "Tas to be formed for the

defence of GasD~. He also advised that two twentv-inch cables be, ..

strung just bel')H hi~ht tide level at tt>.e narrow entrance to the

basin.

Un October the 2nd ~~. the some year, fou.r mercha..Tlt ships

chartered for Canada a:::1':lcarrying recr"i ts ~'!8re caDtured by the

On ECVem~)8rtl)P. 1st, the En3l is~ atteinpte:1 to ..·'lake a landing

SiYfJ.il8.revents of a S0""'181~Thatminor n:1.tl)re but of :':'On1e

si~Tlificance occu~~ei ~sain and a~ain durins the year 1757.

It was only after ~olfe had lande~ at GasD~ and had used it as

a dis t:ant base for h5.s operations asainst ~u.ebec, H~ich VIere to

resul t in tbe ca"!Jt1.1reof that ci ty and the ul tima te conquest of

Canada, that :i.t final.l;?" da1-me1 upon a somnolent Government in

F'r8.Tlce, tb8.t '3-aspe Has the actual master-key to Canada. They then

rea15.zed, but much too late, that they ha0. blundered bv leaving

it unprotected.

The Frencb. decid81 to a ttemyt to recapt1).re '}asD~ after 1,.Jolfe

had sei ze~1.it. ~.'b.eythen reali zed its s tra tesic :i.llportance ;rGas')A

is t~e ke?" to Gn.nada, 1V!''Jte Boue;ainviJ.le, :i.t is of the greatest

im"Jortance th?.t He hold it. if 'de His"h to keep t'0.e St. La"!DenCe

for France ani maintain a f~ee e~tra~ce to that river~

The 3-aspe harbour is an excelJ.ent one. '1'he largest ships can

sperrd tl:18H:!.nt8r. 'l'hey H01.1.1dbe cau.ght 5.1.1. tf)e :tce bU.t the ships

Ifou.ld not be injure"' .• 'lhey could be ov~'eha"Uled in the sprin.g, and

tb.e TIlace is better fo~ such work than the Do~t of Rochelle itself.
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1f~1or90ve"!",two trips could be made between Gaspe and Europe

every 'Tea!' and this would considerably aid the colony's commerce

and trade.

11 In peoe e ti"'1'!ethe King IS s'1ips Hould not be obJ_5.gedto go as

f8-"!"as::?,uebee anr't t:l.is 1rlould aJ.so save time and avoic1 many navigation

hazar-ls. G')')1s vT01J.].dbe unload80 at Gaspe. and_ear!'ied on lighters to

'_~~1J.8')Ce •


