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EART,” HISTORY OF FASPE
Gasve was alwavs, mnder the freach reqd a well frenuented

fishing center and a conﬂpctrng 1ink betwreen Canada and France.
Tt is gnite natyr2l that it shonld have been the Tirst 4o suffer

nvasions, without ever setting any favors or
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from foreisn
privileges or even the attention it Adeserved.

The firest incuvrsion was that of the Kir'zes at Jasnd, in 1629,
In 1650, a frisaie charitered by the Queosec Jesnits, was centured
bw the Hnhzuenots at Gasné., "Our fricate, we read in the "Journal
of the Jesuits" having stepned at Fasné, was attacked by 2 boat
belongine to Madam Daynay, a Auguenot, who resided in Acadia, and
it fell into the hands of the pirates. Afer men managed to escane
and carried the news to Juebec." "On June the 20th, 1650, according
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to Tather Menar of Prois-Rivié~cs, a host came from CGasné and

rouch the first lettzcres from Prance and also the news of the
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captirre of our frigate at Gas»é."

A detacment of man from the fleet commended by Phipps ravages
Perc4 in 1690, comitting the most abominable outrages, but thew
d:id not go as far =g Gasné.

In 1605, a bo=t belong’nz t~ Mons. Riverin, wos cantured therec
by the Enclish. Zas»g was, hovever, o witness the arrival o
first really orcanize’ flcet when Walker sailed into the bhavw.

e 11th of A-»il 1771, Rear Aimirgl 3ir Hovendcn Walker,
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commanier o° Tho 'Hhita :?‘-qnddr’ ! ,u18g inntruetzd Hv Gueen Anme

-

attaclt "wehee, with tho a~cjstanss of

Hon. John Hill, Brisczadier

Ceneral.
Te arrived at Boston on Jume the 15th with 12,000 men, and at

once Airected nis eovree towrarids Muebee with 77 shins.
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On their way they made nrisoner a sea cantain called Paradis.
Walker who had no »ilot, asked Paradis t~ lead his fleef, promising
him 500 "pistols" (a2 coin of that period) and the reimbursement of
all his losses. Paradis warned mim that not a single ship wculd »e
saved if he spent the winter on the 5t. Lawrence. Walker claiwus,
howevar, in his memoirs, that Paradis consented to lead him.

Walker intendel to swend t-e winter at Juahee where he
pgopoaed to draz his shins ashore for fear they might be smashed
by the heavy ice.

Durine the night of fugu~t the 18th Walke» enter2d4 the bav
of Gasn® to assemble his fleet. There he capturcd a sma2ll Prench
vessel that wa-s loading a carco of fish. Cn the 20 th order wes
given to burn the settlement in the Basin, to destroy tThe boats
seize all available fish and take all the residenis vorisoners.
Therefore there must have been "settlements™ at Gasp? in those
ea;ly- days. It is not known what actual damages were cavsed dy
Walkker's men.

n the 21st, a fresh breeze drove the Tleet out of the Basin.
The wind fell and a heavy fog covered ani blanketed the waters. By
nicht a storm arose and the fog thickened, and in snite of every
possible effort the 7leet wos dAriven unon the north sh-re.

The "Edgar" under Walker's personal command, was saved thanks
to Paradis!' knowledzre of the St. Lawrence and its currents. Finding

mself svuprouvnded by breakers, Talker ordercd all sails set in an
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attempt to keepn out of the dangerdus position that threatcned them.
No time was lost in raising the anchors, the cables were cut.

About 7 ot'elock on the morning of the 23rd, VWalker lezrned that
eight of his shins had vecn weeclked upon a little island (Isle aux

Denfs) with a loss of 884 ljves.
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The news of the disaster that saved 2Quebec from being cangured
did not reach Governor de Vauwndreuil until October the 10th 1711.
It was brought to nim by Yons. de la Veltrie who had seen t-e
wreclkage of t-e English fleet on his war from Labrador. As a
token of gratftudé, the name of the church of "Wotre-Dame-ie-la
Victoire" in Quebec, was changed to that of "intre- Dame-des-
Victoires".

On August the 26th Walker re-entered ths basin of Gasp2 and
took refuge on Sandy Beach. On Sentember the Bth, a council of
war decided to send the Znglish ships and men back to Encland,
and the Wew Enaland vessels and crews to Boston, passineg by
Cave Breton where some destrnction micht be carried out so that
it could not be said that such an expedition had been abanioned
without at least €ausing- some damage to the enemy.

Tt was t-e Seven Years! War that put Gas»mé in the limelight.
Trance realized its importance ac a g?@at rilitary sea port, but
it was too late, her voluntarr neglect was to be a most costly
one. ihe English seized Gaspé, burnt evervthins it contained and
later used it as a "springboard" when they made thelir great dash

which was to result in the canture of Quebec. Let us now consider
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the condition of Gasn® at the time of the war how the French
attempted, but too late to fortify ani h-1l4 if; and how it was
finally captrred and destroved by the English flcet.

In the Conadian Archijves at Ottawa is an undoted document
that was wribten abont the time of the Seven Years! War and in
which ths great stratecic importance of the port »f Gasnd is set
fortn with many stronns arﬁnments favoring its fortl
docum2nt r2ads in part ac Tollows:

"If the Enrligh manaced to establish themselves at that point

it is clear thev conld iatercent 2ll communic:stions between Canada
_—kce
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and our continent (France) and between Quebec and Ile Rovale;
they would control Acadia and Mova Scotia and wonld ultimatelvw
get possessimn of the entire countrv between the River St.
Lawrence and the french Bay. Masters of that bav they would
dominate the Fulf St. Lawrence, thev would natnrally draw the
entire Canadian trade in.times of peace, and in time of war they
would destroy it, and this wonld resvlt in the de¢struetion of
NMew France"

The same docuvment noints out that the port of Zaspéd conld
be used by the ¥ing's ships 811 year ronrnd.

"They would be well protectcl acairst storms and enemies
without having to »un the pisk of waters that 2re very difficult
to navigate owing to the presence of strong currents, shoals and
breakers, and the location conld be used as a storags for
commercial purnoses or for suppljes reguired by the colonv.

"This wonld also allow and even oblige the Canadians to
manage their own exports, wonld give them excellent ppportunity
to vse their own timber for the congtruection of necessary
buvildings, would gradually tend to the development of insdustry
insoire a liking for commerce and agriculture, and would
considerably develop trade gand indugtrw.

" Sueh an estabhlishment wold bhe of itremendous valne in time
of war."

It appears that abnut 1743 a new effort was made to Adraw the
attention of the French author‘tiss to the imnortance of the vort
of Gaspé. Those new warnings were not hreded and the English had
but 1little difficult~ capturin~t it.

In 1745, the PBrnglich attempted a landing at Gaspé. They
were beaten back by Jean Barré, 2 trzder, assisted by some of his

workers, but on their way they had capirred 2 French ship.
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That attack once more stirred the nowers that were in France

hut nothing was accomoalis*ed, Political corrunt influences and

dark intri-svesg prevented the carrying out of all nlans conceived
or sugrested for the defense of the port of Gasp?.
Tmon the outﬂreak of the Seven Yeerstwar there rrere at Gasps,
in addition to the one himAired anl tventv men Mons. de Vavdreuil
had sent there and those enlisted by Pkerre Revol, a lncal trader, and
more then three hunired residents. There wers as many boats. The

ences were scattered over Grande Grove, Penowille Point, the
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resi
Bagin, and zround the mill four miles further. There werc also scme

on the hospital side. Most of the boats h=d their moorinms a2t Anse-aux-

Cousins.

On October the 31st 1754, the SoverP¥of the colony head
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addressed a most pressing appeal to the Minister of Colonies in
which he stressed the importance of fortifving Gasoéd against the
h. He pointed out that if

possible and likelw, attack by the Enslis
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Gasp2 were pronerly protected the peonle there would greatly extend
their commercial and agricultursl 2ctivities. He set forth a plan

by which the coOnstructi-n of the necessary fortifications could be
car~ied out without anv cost to the Crom. He stated that under oroner
cniitions it would be vossible to attraet many. Acadians who

would be glad to get away from English rule.

His appeal was supported by a2 petitien signed by Revol and
Arnoux, the two leadin~ business men of Zaspd, anl they stressed the
necessity o erecting proper fortifications at Gaspé.

But it was 211l in vain., Gasnéd was left undefende? and an easy
prey to the enemy when he decided to take noscession of it.

On April the 12th, 1756, Intendani Bircot notified the Trenmch
Minirter of Onlonies tha®t he was informed by a number of prisoners

taken s~mz tine before, that the English intended to canture Gasp?,
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De Vaudreuil was to supnly some arms and ammunition for a
kind of civil guard or militia which was to be formed for the
deferice of Gasp?. Je also advised that two twentv-inch cables be
strung just bel-w hicght tide level at the narrow entrance to the
basin.

Un October the 2nd ﬂ;# the some year, four merchant ships

chartered for Canada and carrying recrnits were cantuvred by the
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English *tho were crnising outside the »ort o

On Fevember the 1lst, the English attemmted to make a landing
at GaspA but they were renulsed with some loss.

Similar events of a somewhat minor natwre but of =ome
sienificance occnrredi again and again during the vear 1757.

It was onlv after Jolfe had landed at Gasv® and had used it as
a distant base for his overations against Quebec, which were to
result in the canture of that city and the vltimate conguest of
Canada, that it finallv davmed unon a somnolent Government in
France, that Fasp? was the actual master-key to Canada. They then
realized, but much too late, that they had blundered bv leaving
it unprotected.

The French decided to attemnt to recapture Gasp’ after Jolfe
had seize? it. They then realized its strateqgic importance’Gasné
js the kev to Cnonada, wrote Bougainville, it is of the greatest
immortance thet we hold it if we wish to keen the St. Lawpence
for France and maintain a free entrance to that river!

The Zaspé harbour is an excellent one. The largest ships can
easily anchor in nerfect security at Penonille where thew corrld
spend the winter. They wonld be cavght in the ice but the shins
would not be injured. They could be overhauled in the spring, and

the place is better for such work than the nort of Rochelle itself.
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"Mopeover, two trips could be made between Gaspé and Europe’

every vear and this would considerably aid the colony'!'s commerce

and trade.

" Tn pence time the King's ghips would not be obliged to go as

far as Juebec and this would also save time and avoid many navigation

hazards. Goods would be unloaded at Gaspé ani carried on lighters to

Juehce.




